

































































agile and highly motivated, military force, armed and trained
with modern weapons, could handily defeat a much larger
force that was unwieldy, outdated, overextended, armed with
obsolete weapons, indecisively lead, and most of all, arro-
gantly overconfident.

Because Boers were all mounted, they moved quickly.
They lived off the land, so they didn’t require long, vulnera-
ble supply lines. They had the irritating habit of suddenly
appearing where no one expected them and just as suddenly
melting away as if they had never been there.

Their ability to move without being detected was uncanny
and was the subject of many exasperated comments by
British commanders.

Most importantly, every Boer was a suburb rifleman.
Having subsisted by hunting native planes game all their
lives, poor marksmanship would not be found with any of
them. Rifles were not issued. Every man brought his own,
and they were never shared. To a Boer, his rifle was his most
important personal possession, and it was always well main-
tained, close at hand, and kept in a high state of readiness.
Rifles stayed with their owners at all times. They were never
gathered up in stacks nor locked away in buildings, as was
common procedure with the British.

The Boer ability to hit, and hit consistently, at extended
ranges was something with which the British had never had
to deal. British infantrymen were no match for them. Boer
riflemen could hit effortlessly at ranges where a British sol-
dier would never even attempt a shot. And, Boers were mas-
ters of cover and concealment. They would always fire from
expertly camouflaged positions. Precious little was ever
exposed. Thus, volley after volley thrown at them by the
ranks of British soldiers would have scant effect.

A Seif-Led Legion

Boers inherently disliked all governmental trappings char-
acteristic of Western Civilizations (for which the British were
so well-known), such as multi-layered bureaucracies, com-

mittees, and endless meetings. They made decisions quickly, .

with a minimum of discussion. Accordingly, when superior
military equipment became available, they didn’t dither; they
acquired it as fast as they could. A company in England,
Westley-Richards, began making a revolutionary breech-load-
ing rifle beginning in the 1860s. It was an improvement of
the American Peabody Rifle and, in turn, influenced the
British Martini-Henry Rifle, which was eventually adopted by
the British (as always, too late for it to make any difference).

With the Westley-Richards breechloader, Boer riflemen
could dramatically increase their rate of fire over that of the
muzzle-loaders, which the new rifle replaced. This capability
made them essentially invulnerable to the bayonet and caval-
ry charges that formed the very foundation of British tactical
doctrine. In addition, the new metallic cartridges were not as
susceptible to environmental deterioration as was loose gun-
powder, caps, and balls. There was nothing not to like, so,
without hesitation, Boers acquired good quantities of
Westley-Richards Rifles, immediately upon their becoming
available, and used them with devastanng effect during the
First Anglo-Boer War, which began in 1880 and lasted less
than a year. By ‘the time the British followed suit (with the
Martini-Henry), Boers were acquiring the new, and vastly
superior Mauser rifle, just in time for the Second Boer War,
which began in 1899!

In 1852, the British, recognizing the potential problems
associated with armed conflict with the Dutch settlers who
had fled to the South African interior, extended autonomy to

Boers who had settled beyond the Vaal River (the Transvaal).
Autonomy was also given to those settled between the
Orange and Vaal Rivers, who promptly claimed the title of
“The Orange Free State.” In the years following, neither
“state” ever emerged significantly from anarchy. When they
couldn’t pay their bills, Britain re-annexed them. Both states
were then promptly invaded by high-handed British bureau-
crats. Predictably, by 1880, anti-British riots were out of hand,
and Boer farmers, organized into mobile military units (called
“commandos”), began seizing British outposts by force.

Not A Pig Hunt

Things came to a head when a British infantry column,
dispatched late in December of 1880 to reinforce the garrison
at Pretoria, was ambushed at a river crossing called
Bronkhorst Spruit. A single Boer messenger, under a white
flag, commanded the column to turn back. The column
dithered. A crescendo of gunfire suddenly erupted from care-
fully concealed positions on the column’s flank. British troop-
ers fell like dominos. One hundred and twenty of them were
hit within two minutes.

Few ever saw the enemy. Fewer still even got off a single
shot. Most died at the scene, including the British comman-
der Colonel Anstruther.

The Boers, with their new Westley-Richards breech-load-
ers, lost only two. The First Anglo-Boer War had well and
truly begun!

Back in the Cape Colony, British General George Colley
was informed of the Bronkhorst disaster on Christmas Day.
He was furious! He was also fearful that peace would break
out before he could have his revenge on the brazen and impu-
dent Dutch. Without delay, he organized a regimental-sized
expeditionary force and started north to confront the Boers
directly. He found them sooner than he expected! At a narrow
pass in the Drakensburg Mountains called Laing’s Nek, he
confronted a large Boer commando, led by Peit Joubert.
Apparently forgetting that the enemy was now armed with
rapid-fire, breech-loading rifles, Colley assaulted them with a
volley, followed by a bayonet charge. The charge never got
close to any of the Boer trenches. Once again, British troop-
ers were gunned-down wholesale. Colley lost more than 300
men within minutes, and was forced to withdraw. A short
time later, leading a new force, Colley met disaster afresh at
a plateau called Schuin’s Hoogte. There, once again accurate
Boer rifle-fire from covered positions, decimated both his
infantry and artillery crews.

Again, he was forced to withdraw, this time abandoning
both his wounded and his big guns.

Colley was now even more determined to defeat the
Boers, in order now to avenge the triple disasters at
Bronkhorse and more recently at Laing’s Nek and Schuin’s
Hoogte, where he had been personally in command. In
February of 1881, Colley led 600 men up Majuba Hill in the
dead of night. Majuba Hill commanded a vast area that Colley
believed he could dominate with artillery. This time, he took
the Boers by surprise. He was firmly in position on the sum-
mit before any Boer realized it. Eighty Boers volunteered to
assault the hill and dislodge the British force, which was four
times their number! They had no artillery, and the slope was
too steep for horses.

Your Boer, Sir!

No one would have given them much of a chance of suc-

Continued on page 78
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~life as he attacks you... you better
have the skills to take him out FAST.
In a split second, before he can put any

- hurt on you. And... you better make
. sure he STAYS down.

Here’s what’s up: These fighting
secrets have NEVER been revealed be-
fore to anyone outside the Israeli Spe-
cial Forces compounds. Nir has agreed
~ to share them because, first, he created
this special system himself. It’s mostly
his. (The Israeli army begged him to
stay and continue teaching, but he had
other plans after his long and distin-
guished service.) And second... Nir
(along with so many other front-line
veterans) realizes it is past time for
Americans to learn how to fight.

In just over an hour, you are
about to “quick-learn” vicious fight-
ing skills that will change your life.
Remember — our own U.S. Spec Op
guys are deeply impressed with these
_ Israeli tactics (and that says a lot about
. the authenticity and quality of this
amazing new system). Even the most
battle-experienced Delta commando in
our army hasn’t faced a fraction of the
action the average Israeli soldier does
in a month.

These skills are being proven, over
and over again, every hour of every
day. They are the reason Israeli sol-
diers are...

The Most Feared And Respected
In The World!

Would you like to check out these
fighting secrets yourself?

You can do it...

Without Risking
A Penny!

Here’s how: We rushed Nir into
our super-secret recording studios as
quickly as we could, once he agreed
to reveal everything. The result are 4
of the absolute BEST instructional vid-
eotapes I’ve ever seen.

This is SHORT-CUT training
like you’ve never experienced. No
long practice or drills required.
It’s actually...

Amazingly Simple!

Hey — I didn’t believe it myself
at first. How can world-class fight-
ing be simple?

The answer... is in Nir’s astonish-
ing teaching method. It’s completely
new to martial arts.

Most systems get complicated fast.

It takes years to get just decent at the
groundfighting skills needed for your

average fighting system... and then
more years to master the trapping
skills, the disarming skills, etc. And
none of the training you learn in face-
to-face fighting works on the ground,
and vice versa.

Nir has magically made all other
martial arts training obsolete.

How? By bringing ALL the skills
you will ever need down to just 7 BA-
SIC TOOLS. And these tactics work
whether you’re on the ground... running
through a dark alley... or surprised from
behind with a knife or gun.

Think about that: One set of skills...
which you can use in EVERY SINGLE
situation you find yourself in. It’s like
having one tool in your toolbox that
does everything. It seems hard to imag-
ine... but it’s real. It’s proven.

And it’s nasty.

That’s why I insist you get the
chance to check this out for yourself,
without risk. You have to see new
fighting system this to believe it. You
have to experience it to “get” how easy
and simple it really is. It just seems to
defy “common sense”.

But, man oh man, does it ever
WORK!

I won’t try to convince you here.
Only seeing the stuff in action will con-
vince you. Still, here’s a “taste” of what
you’re about to discover:

v How to use the combat-veteran
soldier’s “Vital Target” map of vul-
nerable spots on the human body...
to instantly take out ANYONE (of
any size or skill level) who attacks
you! (Imagine having secret targets
you can reach on anyone, at any
time, that will paralyze and put him
down in one swift move!)

v  How to raise your fighting skills
from zero to world-class (over-
night)... using just 7 basic moves
that work on the ground, standing
up, or against weapons! (This is
the simplest fighting system you’ve
ever seen... yet it is also the most
PROVEN and effective!)

v How to control... incapacitate...
and end the fight on your terms...
in just seconds!

v Why “pain compliance” is total
horseshit in real combat... and
“quick-learn” tips on how to in-
stantly destroy the skeletal structure
of your opponent to immobilize him
without breaking a sweat! (Pain
doesn’t deter wild-eyed terrorists

when they’re in an adrenaline-fueled
fury. Trying to win a fight by “stun-
ning” your attacker is stupid and can
get you killed in the real world.)

v How to learn — fast, in one quick
session — almost all you need to
know to face down the most danger-
ous situations you’ll ever encounter!

v’ The secrets of lulling your opponent
into false confidence... right before
you take him out! (Gain that cru-
cial extra second to get the upper
hand, without escalating the danger.)

v How to use 12 pounds of pressure
(less than it takes to open a can
of soda pop) to cause a compete
shutdown of his vital systems! (A
trick Israelis learn so they can take
out an attacker on the run, without
pausing to “fight” in any normal or
expected way!)

v How to “mask” your intentions... s0
your fight-ending move is com-
pletely hidden and a total surprise
to your opponent!

Oh, hell. It goes on and on. These
are the most amazing and effective
fighting secrets you’ll ever learn. All
in a short-cut, super-condensed for-
mat that will infuse you with skills lit-
erally as you simply WATCH the train-
ing tapes.

The thing is... all you have to learn
is 7 simple moves... which work
whether you’re standing up, running,
or on the ground. This training imme-
diately reduces effective self-defense
into a (fun) single “force-feed” session
that will fly by.

Are you ready for it? No previous
experience with fighting is necessary.
You don’t need to be a “natural”
warrior. Nir will take care of all of
that. In a single training session.

Here’s the deal: Nir spent enough
time in the studio for us to make 4 vid-
eos. Each one is worth its weight in
gold (or blood).

This gives you a unique CHOICE.
You can “test drive” any of them.

First... is the BASIC hand-to-hand
package of two training videos. Each
tape sells separately for $49.99... but
you can own this basic package for just
$69 (an immediate savings of $30).
That’s IF you want to pay for the tapes.
(I’ll explain in a second.)

Second... is the RECOMMENDED
package, which includes the hand-to-
hand videos plus the amazing ground-
fighting video. (Nir’s ground-fighting
tactics are astonishing... because they



leap over all other grappling tech-
niques, and skip the years of training
necessary for most systems. You learn
proven fight-on-the-ground skills IN-
STANTLY.) This package is worth
$150... but you can have it for only $99.

Third (and last)... is the AD-
VANCED package. It’s the one you
want if you’re serious about learning
the most effective fighting tactics in the
world. You get all the above videos...
PLUS the Israeli secrets of defending
against a knife or gun. Disarming tac-
tics up the yin-yang, especially close-
quarter combat skills that can save your
life in a confrontation. This is over
$200 worth of material... yet you can
own it now for just $129.

But you do not risk a penny to
check it out for yourself, personally.
Because you get an extended...

One-Year 100% Money-Back
Guarantee!

Here’s how it works: Order any
of these packages. Check them out
yourself, and take a full YEAR to do
it. If you’re unhappy, for any reason
(or for no reason at all), simply return
the packages for a complete refund. No
questions asked.

And... if you opt for the AD-
VANCED package... [ insist you KEEP
the “Knife And Gun Disarmament”
video as our gift to you, just for giving
Nir a chance.

That’s a $50 training video...

FREE!

And... if you ask for your refund...
you’ve just seen the most sought-after
fighting secrets on the planet... for free.

Here’s how to order: Just call
1-800-899-8153 and tell whoever an-
swers you want either Nir’s “Basic
Package”... or his “Recommended
Package”... or his “Advanced Pack-
age”. You can use your credit card.

Or, if you prefer to pay with a
check or money order (payable to
TRS)... just fill out and mail the en-
closed Priority Order Card in the post-
age-paid envelope.

Either way... vou do not risk a penny.

This is SERIOUS stuff for anyone
who wants to learn — fast — the most
effective and simple fighting skills now
in use.

This is also the ONLY way you can
learn this skills... unless you join the Is-
raeli army and opt for their Special
Forces training. And go face constant
deadly combat every day of your career.

THERE IS ONE “CATCH”:
You must hurry. Nir is understand-
ably a little concerned that his former
employers might STOP him from re-
vealing these secrets. So he has au-
thorized us to release only a very lim-
ited number of packages, on a very
limited time schedule.

That means... we only duped
around 80 sets of each package, and
then locked up the master tapes so
no one else could gain access to
them. Once this batch is sold out
(and I expect it to sell out in days),
there is a good chance you won’t get
another opportunity anytime soon to
see this stuff!

You don’t risk a penny by order-
ing right now. You know that TRS
has been around for over 15 years, and
is THE most trusted company in mar-
tial arts. We have earned the trust and
respect of SWAT cops, the U.S. mili-
tary, every branch of the Special Forces
and even the “black bag” arms of the
FBI and CIA.

We protect our reputation like a
crazed bulldog. If you aren’t happy,
for any reason whatsoever, I insist
you send the material back and get a
complete refund. No questions
asked. No hassles.

This stuff is the real thing. [ am
confident you will be impressed. But
if you aren’t, you get your money
back, pronto. I respect your decision,

no matter what it is. That’s the only
way we’ll do business — with you as
the boss. It’s how we built our repu-
tation. It’s why we’re the top com-
pany in martial arts.

So call right now. Do it. You’ll
get your videos in just a few days... and
you can see for yourself what all the
fuss is about.

This is gonna blow your mind.
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P.S. One last thing — when you or-
der, I will include a special FREE au-
dio cassette tape we did with Nir that
professionals are calling “the most im-
portant revelation of fighting secrets
ever.” In this tape, Nir goes into chill-
ing detail about special Israeli combat
secrets and tactics — this is stuff no
one outside the Israeli “inner circle” of
trainers and soldiers has ever heard
before. If you’re interested in PRAC-
TICAL tactics and strategies that real
fighters use when their life is on the
line... you will love this tape.

And... it’s yours FREE. To keep,
no matter what you decide later.

However... | only have enough of
these tapes to send to the first 80
people. There’s one here with your
name on it... but I will have to give it to
someone else if you do not call right
away. So hurry.

r--_--_----—-—_—-—-----1

what I want, and how I want to pay:

Priority Order Form!
For fastest service use your credit card

and Call Toll-FREE
1-800-899-8153 (pept 1C-29)

Q YES! I want in on this amazing deal to see this all-new super-secret Israeli fight-
ing system... without risking a penny! I understand I have a full year to decide after
ordering if I want the package or not. That’s outrageously generous, and gives me more
than enough time to check everything out myself. It’s like a full year of free instruction in
the most feared, respected and proven fighting system on the planet right now. Here’s

U orriox #1: The Basic package.... 2 life-changing videos on hand-to-hand fighting
(including moves no one has ever seen before outside the Israeli Spec Op world!)...
for just $69 (an immediate savings of $30!).

U ornion #2: The Recommended package... both basic videos, plus the stunning
Groundfighting video... for just $99 (a savings of $511).

U orrion #3: The Advanced package... all 4 tapes for just $129 (a savings of $711)...
plus, I get to KEEP the Disarming Knives and Guns tape no matter what.

() Enclosed is my check/money order (payable to TRS) for § (add $5 for shipping)
(J | want to pay by creditcard:  (J Visa [ MasterCard ( Discover (J AmEx
Card# Name:

Expires Address:

Signature City ST Zip

TRS < 606 East Acequia * Department IC-29 + Visalia, CA 93292
CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for “2-day” shipping and $15 for
“Overnight” shipping. Foreign orders may require additional shipping. Call 559-732-5317 for more information.
L B N &R B N &8 §B N §N B §B § & B N & § B & &8 B § |
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The Bogus Witnesses Damage Militarys Effectiveness.

BY DR. MARTIN BRASS

“Twilight Zone.” In a bizarre twist, psychological and

judicial warfare are being used as effective weapons by
the insurgency in Colombia. The guerrillas bombard military
officials with false accusations, locally through labor unions,
government agencies and the judiciary which they have infil-
trated, and internationally through networks of Marxist-
influenced non-governmental organizations (NGOs).

Some NGOs provide U.S. officials with allegations that
Colombian military officials collaborate with the illegal self-
defense forces (ISDF or AUC) and are tied to death squads.

“The war in Colombia has moved to the courtroom.” The
distinguished Colombian General's eyes were disturbed,
showing signs of fatigue and concern as he described the
legal battles he had fought. “NGO officials who are Marxist
sympathizers use the Prosecutor’s Office, the Disciplinary
Authority, and the courts to weaken the military by making
false accusations that lead to a disciplinary commission or
military criminal process, or both.”

At least four generals who had been most successful in
crushing the guerrillas have been forced out of office due to
U.S. pressure, and stripped of their U.S. visas.

“These generals had been cleared of charges in Colombian
coutts, but the story of how they were “convicted” by the
U.S. government reveals a pattern of clever underworld
deceit designed to destroy the Colombian military,” stated
Mary O’Grady;, editor of the “Americas” column in the Wall
Street Journal.

“The campaign gives a false image of the Armed Forces,
although in Colombia they are the most widely respected
institution, with polls showing that they are more popular
than the Catholic Church,” Miguel Posada, Director of the
Centro de Analisis Sociopoliticos (CAS) in Bogota,” told SOE

“The military is already hampered by a lack of good com-
munications, mobility, air-support, and satellite- and air-intel-
ligence. Judicial warfare, which has led to the removal of
some of the most respected officers, has seriously hurt

Colombian General Adolfo Clavijb, calls it the
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morale and weakened the military, resulting in the erosion of
law and order,” Posada said.

Whose Human Rights?

“Human rights have become the most publicized part of
the war,” the General said. “When the insurgents want to
damage military officials, it is simple. All they need is a few
phony witnesses. There are no penalties for perjury. They
don’t want convictions,” he commented. “They just want to
destroy and impoverish their targets.”

“I was one of many,” he said. “General Farouk Yanine,
Chief of General Staff who operated in the strategic
Magdelena River region with great success against the gueril-
las, was accused of complicity in massacres with the AUC.
The prosecutor’s witnesses, one a convicted murderer,
claimed that Yanine had ordered them to assassinate local
merchants. Investigations disclosed that witnesses had been
offered a bribe by the government, had not been under
Yanine’s command, and that at the time of the event, he was
Commandant of the Military Cadet School rather than
Commander of the 14th Brigade as they claimed. He
remained under arrest until exonerated and although he was
cleared of all charges, he still does not have a U.S. visa.

Charges against the general with whom SOF spoke included
complicity in dozens of murders and taking payoffs from the
drug cartels. Key witnesses against him recanted, admitting
they had been bribed by a drug cartel and by government offi-
cials. The military court dismissed charges against the General,
and the Inspector Generals Office upheld that decision.

“I had no choice but to defend my actions, since a convic-
tion brings jail time. The government did not cover expenses
so I paid enormous legal fees personally. For nearly a decade,
I have been forced to spend 50-60 percent of my time answer-
ing the charges prompted by NGOs, and the humiliating pub-
licity. It becomes hard to do your duty. The judicial process
can take 4-6 years.

\
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In a confrontational setting, your Martial Art, Combat
Sport... even simple Self-Defense training... could land
you in jail. Worse... any one of these could easily get
you killed.

Don’t read another ad for these products or attend another class until you

read about the little-known secrets | discovered in New York City just two
days before the September 11 disaster...

Frightening. isn’t it? To think the majority of
martial arts and combat sport traming touted in
magazines like this and trained in studios across
the country are hiding something so devastat-
mg... vet something many ol “em don’t even
understand themselves.

Take a simple altercation: a drunk pushes vou
at a bar. Do vou understand why your current
training nay be setting vou up for a trip to jail”?

Even more disturbing: in a violent life-or-death

struggle with a vicious attacker, this exact same
training could just as eastly get vou killed!

Why? The reason is simple.

None ol the training you read about here or see
m studios around your neighborhood focuses on
the principles and mindset you must under-
stand to handle any situation... from a simple
altercation... to an actual life-or-death struggle.

Look. if vou're 100% certain you know
everything about violent confrontation. if you
understand why you must never practice with
rules. if vou never make a defensive move and
never ask “Would my training absolutelv handle
this situation?”, then stop reading now.

But if you're like me, wanting to lcarn a
martial art or fighting system but not knowing
which to choose from the bewildering sea of
options available or it your system leaves you
wondering, “would it work in any violent
attack”” then you owe it to yourself... and to
your loved ones... to hear my story.

My name is Mike Cohen. ['m a real guy. a
businessman from the Atlanta. Georgia area.
And what | experienced in a small studio in the

heart of downtown Manhattan. just blocks from
ground-zero and only 2 days before September
[, has completely changed my hife... as it has

the Hves of others there with me.

We were a small group of executives. doctors.
and other professionals gathered to fearn about a
system that had only been taught to less than 160

corporate CEOs and ndividuals. And while we
videotaped our session. it was for our use only.

But recently. more than a year alter the tragic
events of 9-11, | talked with the other partici-
panis and cach agreed to waive his rights to
exclusivity and make this information available
to others. {And just so you know, none of us
was paid a dime to do this).

While you can’t go back to New York City and
experience {irst-hand what | did, you can now
“see” what Texperienced live. But this is the only
time this offer will appear in Soldier of Fortune
50 vou must take advantage of it now,

What 1've done is put together a short special

report describing this event. and 'l mail vou
one copy at no cost. To get my report. simply
feave your name and address on my 10ll-free, 24-
hour voicemail at 1-877-355-1464 right now.

Ui rush this special report to you immediately.

IC1 only take a few minutes to read what |
wrote but I guarantee it torce vou to rethink
evervthing you've ever fearned about martial arts
and fighting systems. and if vou're just begin-
ning. it H help you avoid the mistakes [ made in
handling a hite-or-death confrontation.

[t's a free call and free report. No one will
bug vou. So pick up the phone and call now.

o4 guoit L,
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Urban Areas: The New Battiefields

~ U.S. forces haven't had to deal with urban combat in some
‘time, but the Republican Guard, some 50-thousand strong,
- have sworn they will fight to the death, building-to-building
in Baghdad, if the United States invades Iraq and tries to top-

i ple the regime of President Saddam Hussein.

Major Jeffrey Chenney, Director of the Infantry Officer
Course at Quantico Marine Base, Virginia, says theres a 65- to
- 70-percent chance U.S. forces will be operating in an urban envi-

. ronment in coming conflicts.

= Most tin-horn dictators like Saddam Hussein know they
= don't stand a chance of going toe-to-toe with U.S. forces in

s open terrain like he tried to do in 1991. So Chenney figures

future battles will be fought in urban areas like Baghdad.

“If you look at some of the conflicts that have been going
- on in some other parts of the world, urban conflict is defi-
nitely a prime factor, whether it’s in a developing country like

" Somalia, orin an Old-World setting, like Chechnya, you see

~alot of combat in our urban terrain, and we need to be ready
-+ forit,” said Chenney.

" ‘The Marine Corps War Fighting Laboratory at Quantico
.. 'has been doing experiments such as “Urban Warrior” in actu-
.. al urban areas:in the United States.

©. Since the slaughter of U.S. Army Rangers in Mogadishu,

© . US. warplanners have realized that most of the centers of
. gravity of their enemies are contained in urban environments.

Entering MOUT Town

.~ American soldiers and Marines have been training for the
~- . past decade to meet the challenge of urban combat. The U.S.

L Army trains a lot of its troops at Fort Polk, Louisiana. The

United States Marine Corps trains its future platoon leaders
at “MOUT Town” on the Quantico Marine Base, in Virginia.
MOUT is short for “Military Operations Urban Terrain.”

- And MOUT Town looks like your average middle-eastern

burg. Burned-out cars and van hulks litter the streets, and
.. grafitti is scribbled on the walls.

L It is here that newly-minted second lieutenants, or “but-
“- - ter bars,” are baptized under fire during MOUT Week.

“We teach them that death awaits them around every cor-
" - ner, whether it’s a sniper’s bullet or a booby trap,” said Major

. JJ. Wanat, an instructor in the infantry course. But none of
- the newly commissioned second lieutenants die during the

"2 course in urban combat. They just have their pride hurt when
. they get hit. .

. Recently, this reporter was allowed to tag-along with two
_squads that entered MOUT Town in search of a sniper.

The Uitimate Paint-Ball Game

It happened in the blink of an eye. A shot crackled and
* down went the SAW gunner. The young second lieutenant
- was walking point along a cinderblock building just like page
1-17-38 in Book 1B of the Marine Corps Common Skills
Handbook told him to do. Before he and the rest of his squad

could cross the open street, he had to take a peek around the
. corner and see if the area was clear. That’s when a sniper

- nailed him with a low-velocity red-paint bullet. Had it been a
- real bullet, the young Marine officer would have had a suck-
ing chest wound — and perhaps would have ended up dead.
. “Hey!:‘Somebody help me drag him back inside the build-
~ing!” yelled the young officer as Marines behind him hugged
* the wall of the building,

When a photographer from The Washington Times, partic-
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ipating in the first Department of Defense “Boot Camp” for
selected journalists who want to accompany front-line com-
bat units in case of war with Iraq, stepped out of the shadows
into the fading sunlight to shoot a picture of the man WIA at
the corner of the building, he met the same fate.

WHACK! A paint slug struck his face shield. Had it been a
real round, he’d be dead. Had Gerald Herbert lifted his Plexiglas
face shield to better frame the picture, he’d have lost his right
eye, and perhaps his life, had the slug penetrated his brain.

A half-hour later, a sniper almost shot off my hand when I
slid a mini-disc tape recorder onto the ledge of a window in a
building across the street to record the sounds of a Marine
who had just been stitched across the chest with paint bullets.

I had followed the team into the first floor of a two-story
building in town to flush-out any snipers that might be lurk-
ing in its dark rooms. Finding none, I left, then ducked
around the corner of the building where I felt safe. Just as the
team tried to exit the building, a machine gun opened-up.
Down went three Marines, two dead before they hit the floor;
the third was about to die.

The Marines inside the building had needlessly exposed
themselves to the sniper by passing in front of an open win-
dow. The Marine Corps Handbook stresses the proper tech-
nique for passing a window; stay below window-level.

The surviving members of the Marine fire team were in a
tight spot. They had no idea where the shots were coming from.

I could hear the wounded Marine writhing in pain on the
concrete floor and a steady stream of paint bullets ricochet-
ing around the room as the sniper armed with a SAW con-
tinued to fire through the open window.

Wanting to record some of what was going on inside the
room, I carefully opened wooden shutters on a side window
and slid my tape recorder up on the ledge. A few minutes
later, when I reached for it, a burst of three paint slugs
slammed into the shutter just above my knuckles. The metal-
lic silver Sony MD Walkman recorder apparently caught a ray
of fading sunlight and gave away my position. 1 had been in
town for less than 30 minutes, and had seen four of eight
Marines, and one of my colleagues gunned down.

Later, Second Lieutenant Seth Molton, one of two snipers
in MOUT Town, talked about the damage he had done.

“I took out four or five Marines myself before they even
knew where I was. So you can see how just one sniper can
really wreak havoc of a lot of Marines,” said Molton who also
talked about ambushing another squad.

Molton had a real good position behind a muslin curtain
in the basement of an abandoned building. He patiently
waited for the Marines to go by before shooting six of them
in the back.

Like any good sniper, Molton moved immediately just in
case someone had seen something that would have given
away his position.

Marine Sergeant Todd Stolte, a Scout-Sniper, who also
whacked his share of young lieutenants, says some of them
stared at him through their gun sights, but couldn’t see him.
The next thing they felt was Stolte tattooing their chests
with paint bullets. Two quick KiAs.

“This where wars of the 21st Century will be fought,” said
fellow Sgt. Christopher Maynard, a MOUT instructor, “right
in streets like this one.”

“We have to learn to fight here,” said Captain John
Mahoney, another MOUT instructor. “And we have to learn

Continued on page 76
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